13 0 6t» STREET WEST PHONE (406) 892-4391

ROOM A FAX (406) 892-4413
COLUMBIA FALLS, MT 59912
AGENDA
MONDAY, JANUARY 4, 2016

COUNCIL CHAMBERS CITY HALL

6.

7.

FINANCE COMMITTEE - 6:30 P.M.

1. Claims Review (Barnhart, Karper, Petersen)

REGULAR MEETING - 7:00 P.M.

. CALL TO ORDER

A. Roll Call

B. Pledge of Allegiance

*C. City Clerk - Administer Oath of Office: **1-5
Council: Fisher, Karper, Piper (4 year terms)
City Attorney: Justin Breck (2 year term)
Deputy City Attorney: Stephanie Breck (2 year term)

. APPROVAL OF AGENDA **6-7

CONSENT AGENDA:

*A. Approval of Claims - $30,101.73 - January 4, 2016 **8-14

*B. Approval of Payroll Claims - $59,879.23 - December 31, 2015 **15-16
*C. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes - December 21, 2015 **17-20

APPOINTMENTS:
*A. Volunteer Firefighter Appointment - Lawrence Grogan **21

VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENT (Items not on agenda)
A. Cliff Boyd/Calbag - CFAC Cleanup Update

NOTICES OF HEARINGS/HEARINGS: None

ORDINANCES/RESOLUTIONS:

*A. SECOND AND FINAL READING - Ordinance # 756 **22-26- An Ordinance of
the City Council of the City of Columbia Falls, Montana, Amending Portions of Title 18
of the Columbia Falls Municipal Code (Increase the Accessory Building Height to Allow



for Current Building Standards and to Amend the Building Height from 30" to 35" to be
Consistent Within all of the Residential Districts).

*B. SECOND AND FINAL READING - Ordinance # 757 **27-34 - An Ordinance of
the City Council of the City of Columbia Falls, Montana, Amending Title 18 Chapter
18.438 Signs of the Columbia Falls Municipal Code (Chapter 18.438 Signs to comply
with a recent US Supreme Court decision requiring sign regulations be content neutral
while still regulating time, place and manner of signage.)

*C. SECOND AND FINAL READING - Ordinance # 758 **35-42- An Ordinance of the
City Council of the City of Columbia Falls, Montana, Adding Title 18 Chapter 18.439
Cluster Unit Development to the Columbia Falls Municipal Code (to provide another

zoning tool that respects the overall density of a property but also preserves more farm
and open space areas.)

8. UNFINISHED BUSINESS: None

9. NEW BUSINESS: None

10. REPORTS/BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL
A. Council Organization - appointment of “president pro tempore,” also known as
Vice-chairman **43
*B. Council Committee appointments

11. CITY ATTORNEY REPORT

12. CITY MANAGER REPORT
A. Manager’s Update **44-46

13. MISCELLANEOUS/REPORTS:
*A. INFORMATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE - List available for Review **47
*B. Reports:
a. Fire Report-Thru Nov **48-50

14. ADJOURN

Next Scheduled Meetings:
Council - TUESDAY, January 19th- 7:00 p.m.
Planning Board/Council - January 12th - 6:30 p.m. - Board training

* Attached


















12/31/15 CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS Page: 1 of 7
09:24:37 Claim Approval List Report 1D: AP100V
For the Accounting Period: 12/15
* . Over spent expenditure
Claim/ Check Vendor #/Name/ Document $/ Disc $ Cash
Invoice #/Inv Date/Description Line $ PO # Fund Org Acct Object Proj Account
34332 2864 AMBIENTE H20 INC. 5,956.77
508369 12/16/15 SWR-SEAL WSHR,MECH SEAL,O RING 1,812.50* 20543 5310 430600 240 101000
508382 12/21/15 SWR-MIXER PROPELLER 3,811.36* 20543 5310 430600 240 101000
508390 12/23/15 SWR-MECH SEAL 332.91* 20543 5310 430600 240 101000
Total for Vendor: 5,956.77
34316 2245 AMOZ Group, Inc. 60.00
11410 12/14/15 PD-FIREWALL CHGS CAMERA SYSTM 60.00 1000 420100 355 101000
Total for Vendor: 60.00
34317 1700 BRECK LAW OFFICE, PC 5,580.83
122315 12/17/15 LEGAL FEES FOR JANUARY 2016 1,236.88 1000 411100 350 101000
122315 12/17/15 LEGAL FEES FOR JANUARY 2016 2,773.75 1000 410365 350 101000
122315 12/17/15 LEGAL FEES FOR JANUARY 2016 49475 5210 430500 350 101000
122315 12/17/15 LEGAL FEES FOR JANUARY 2016 49475 5310 430600 350 101000
122315 12/17/15 LEGAL FEES FOR JANUARY 2016 247.38 1000 411000 350 101000
122315 12/17/15 LEGAL FEES FOR JANUARY 2016 100.00 1000 420100 399 101000
122315 12/17/15 LEGAL FEES FOR JANUARY 2016 22.22 5210 430500 357 101000
122315 12/17/15 LEGAL FEES FOR JANUARY 2016 33.33 5310 430600 357 101000
122315 12/17/15 LEGAL FEES FOR JANUARY 2016 44 .44 2500 430200 399 101000
122315 12/17/15 LEGAL FEES FOR JANUARY 2016 133.33 1000 411100 350 101000
Total for Vendor: 5,580.83
34319 14 CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS 278.37
adjusted claim for overage on 3 park accounts - 01069,01067 and 09229
122315 12/23/15 FACILITIES-WTR/SWR less park a 2.53 1000 411200 342 101000
122315 12/23/15 FIRE 27.35 1000 420400 342 101000
122315 12/23/15 STREETS 82.24 2500 430200 342 101000
122315 12/23/15 WATER 66.12 5210 430500 342 101000
122315 12/23/15 SEWER 100.13 5310 430600 342 101000
Total for Vendor: 278.37
34342 438 FERGUSON ENTERPRISES, INC. 164 .28
1358246-1 12/04/15 WTR-3/4 DU CHK BFP 164.28 5210 430500 230 101000

Total for Vendor: 164.28
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09:24:37 Claim Approval List

For the Accounting Period: 12/15

. Over spent expenditure

Page: 2 of 7
Report 1D: AP100V

Claim/ Check Vendor #/Name/ Document $/ Disc $ Cash

Invoice #/Inv Date/Description Line $ PO # Fund Org Acct Object Proj Account

34334 1216 FIRST BANKCARD 818.66
01131IN172 12/01/15 GO WIRELESS-STRS-iPHONE & 69.66 2500 430200 220 101000
701175 12/03/15 OWPSACSTATE-WTR-MANUALS 211.00 5210 430500 380 101000
123015 12/11/15 CY SAFETY-WTR-HYDRANT MRKRS 520.00 5210 430500 212 101000
702085 12/16/15 OWPSACSTATE-WTR-SHIPPING 18.00 5210 430500 380 101000

Total for Vendor: 818.66

34320 869 FLATHEAD CITY-COUNTY HEALTH 160.00
122315 12/09/15 FD-PRE EMPLOYMENT,L.GROGAN 160.00 1000 420400 390 101000

Total for Vendor: 160.00

34333 2517 FORTHOFER GUNSMITHING & 150.00
123015 12/27/15 PD-COLT AR-S LABOR 150.00 1000 420100 360 101000

Total for Vendor: 150.00

34335 1378 GLACIER CLEAN CAR WASH 100.00
351118 12/21/15 PD-PRE PAID WASH CARD 100.00 1000 420100 361 101000

Total for Vendor: 100.00

34343 1411 HD SUPPLY WATERWORKS LTD 1,043.00
E815885 12/04/15 WTR-HYMAX 16" CPLNG 1,043.00* 5210 430500 240 101000

Total for Vendor: 1,043.00

34321 30 HUNGRY HORSE NEWS 38.00
122315 12/21/15 ANNUAL SUBSCRIPTION 2016 38.00 1000 410500 330 101000

Total for Vendor: 38.00

34322 2849 J2 BUSINESS PRODUCTS 140.77
630300 12/21/15 FD-INK CRTDG 15.89 1000 420400 210 101000
630418 12/22/15 SWR-PAPER TOWELS 124 .88 5310 430600 224 101000

Total for Vendor: 140.77

34336 2707 KENCO SECURITY AND TECHNOLOGY 36.00
1271099 01/01/16 FD-MONITORING/TEST JAN. 2016 36.00 1000 420400 366 101000

Total for Vendor: 36.00
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For the Accounting Period: 12/15

* _._. Over spent expenditure
Claim/ Check Vendor #/Name/ Document $/ Disc $ Cash

Invoice #/Inv Date/Description Line $ PO # Fund Org Acct Object Proj Account

34337 2865 KING, KELLY 171.96
001136 12/24/15 STRS-(4) LEVI STF 501 171.96 2500 430200 226 101000

Total for Vendor: 171.96

34324 103 MONTANA LAW ENFORCEMENT ACADEMY 1,593.00

INV#8968 & INV#8969 - LEADERSHIP PHASE 111 - 12/14-12/18/2015 - HELENA, MT
INV#9012 - LEADERSHIP 1 & Il - 12/07-12/11/05 - HELENA, MT

8968 12/18/15 PD-TUITION,LODGING,PRGM-C.MCCO 531.00 1000 420100 380 101000
8969 12/18/15 PD-TUITION,LODGING,PRGM-G.STAN 531.00 1000 420100 380 101000
8968 12/18/15 PD-TUITION,LODGING,PRGM-M.JOHN 531.00 1000 420100 380 101000

Total for Vendor: 1,593.00

34323 559 MONTANA ONE CALL CENTER 33.22
12182015 12/18/15 STRS-UDIG LOCATES 11/20-12/1 11.07 2500 430200 318 101000
12182015 12/18/15 WTR-UDIG LOCATES 11/20-12/17 11.07 5210 430500 318 101000
12182015 12/18/15 SWR-UDIG LOCATES 11/20-12/17 11.08 5310 430600 318 101000

Total for Vendor: 33.22

34325 52 NAPA AUTO PARTS 110.64
747788 12/05/15 PD-BULB 8.79 1000 420100 232 101000
748905 12/16/15 FD-SUPPORT 49.98 1000 420400 232 101000
749528 12/22/15 PD-WIPER BLDS "09 CRWN VIC 45.58 1000 420100 232 101000
749673 12/23/15 FD-WRAP TYTE 8 PACK 6.29 1000 420400 220 101000

Total for Vendor: 110.64

34326 1495 PLATT ELECTRIC SUPPLY 188.71
1282364 12/04/15 WTR-AUD/CNTL,STRIP/CT TOOL 143.00 5210 430500 220 101000
1331002 12/10/15 WTR-1DC COMM,LW VLTG STPL 45.71 5210 430500 230 101000

Total for Vendor: 188.71

34338 1888 PLETCH ELECTRIC INC 452.03
4146 12/16/15 PRKS-METER PANEL,RESET BREAKER 452.03 1000 460400 366 101000

Total for Vendor: 452 .03
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Claim/ Check Vendor #/Name/ Document $/ Disc $ Cash
Invoice #/Inv Date/Description Line $ PO # Fund Org Acct Object Proj Account
34340 243 Q BUSINESS SOURCE 165.88
031140757 12/14/15 FIN-1099+,1099 MISC,1096 LA 165.88 1000 410500 210 101000
Total for Vendor: 165.88
34344 134 SIRCHIE FINGER PRINT 94.14
0233398-iN 12/07/15 PD-TEST 05,DRUG TEST KIT,S 94.14 1000 420100 220 101000
Total for Vendor: 94.14
34339 1576 STANFORD POLICE & EMERGENCY 804.92
92818 12/23/15 PD-VEST,C.SWEIGART 804.92 1000 420100 226 101000
Total for Vendor: 804.92
34327 862 SUCCESSFUL SIGNS AND AWARDS 12.00
64090 12/18/15 PLNG-NAMEPLATE,LEW BONITZ 12.00 1000 411000 210 101000
Total for Vendor: 12.00
34328 74 THATCHER COMPANY OF MONTANA 10,345.00
341420 11/09/15 SWR-CREDIT,EMPTY -835.00 5310 430600 221 101000
341638 12/17/15 SWR-FERRIC CHLORIDE 3,126.80 5310 430600 221 101000
341657 12/22/25 SWR-POLYMER 8,053.20 5310 430600 221 101000
Total for Vendor: 10,345.00
34329 1644 THE CHEMNET CONSORTIUM 52.50
85602 12/15/15 STRS-DRUG SCRN,K.KING 52.50 2500 430200 399 101000
Total for Vendor: 52.50
34330 1218 VERIZON WIRELESS 1,062.87
9757182046 12/12/15 ADMIN-CELL PHONES 10.00 1000 410400 345 101000
9757182046 12/12/15 FINANCE 10.00 1000 410500 345 101000
9757182046 12/12/15 FIRE 103.08 1000 420400 345 101000
9757182046 12/12/15 FACILITIES 29.91 1000 411200 345 101000
9757182046 12/12/15 STREETS 59.83 2500 430200 345 101000
9757182046 12/12/15 POLICE 680.48 1000 420100 345 101000
9757182046 12/12/15 PARKS 29.91 1000 460400 345 101000
9757182046 12/12/15 WATER 69.83 5210 430500 345 101000
9757182046 12/12/15 SEWER 69.83 5310 430600 345 101000
Total for Vendor: 1,062.87
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For the Accounting Period: 12/15
* . Over spent expenditure
Claim/ Check Vendor #/Name/ Document $/ Disc $ Cash
Invoice #/Inv Date/Description Line $ PO # Fund Org Acct Object Proj Account
34341 84 WESTERN BUILDING CENTER 271.93
4422701 12/08/15 WTR-DUC TAPE,KNEE PADS,BIT 40.06 5210 430500 220 101000
4423388 12/15/15 WTR-AUGER BIT 11.79 5210 430500 220 101000
4423448 12/15/15 STRS-4X4,2X8,2X6,HALF BASE 114.21 2500 430200 220 101000
4423458 12/15/15 WTR-BATTERY,DIGGING BAR 62.46 5210 430500 220 101000
4423528 12/16/15 WTR-VISE GRIP PLIERS 13.49 5210 430500 220 101000
4424116 12/22/15 WTR-BOLT,HEX NUT,FLAT WSHR 4.05 5210 430500 220 101000
1315642 12/24/15 FD-TOOL BAG 23.89 1000 420400 220 101000
4424453 12/28/15 FAC-ELEC TAPE 1.98 1000 411200 220 101000
Total for Vendor: 271.93
34331 2830 WOMACK MACHINE SUPPLY CO 216.25
0202863 12/14/15 STRS-MONARCH MOTOR 216.25 2500 430200 232 101000
Total for Vendor: 216.25

# of Claims 28

Total: 30,101.73
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09:24:38 Fund Summary for Claims Report 1D: AP110
For the Accounting Period: 12/15

Fund/Account Amount

1000 GENERAL FUND

101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS $9,202.97
2500 SPECIAL STREET MAINTENANCE DISTRICT FUND

101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS $822.16
5210 WATER ENTERPRISE FUND

101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS $2,940.83
5310 SEWER ENTERPRISE FUND

101000 CASH/CASH EQUIVALENTS $17,135.77

Total: $30,101.73
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09:24:38 Claim Approval Signature Page Report 1D: AP100A
For the Accounting Period: 12/15

Council Meeting Date: Jan4.2016

Claims Submitted to Council:$ 30,10173

Claims Denied/Withheld by Council Finance Committee:$ Claim #"s:

Prepared By: Todd Watkins, City Treasurer

Approved by Susan M. Nicosia, City Manager

City Council to Approve by motion on consent agenda
Mayor and Council:
These claims are all routine in nature. Sewer Fund expenses are the highest and include
mixer repairs ($5,956.77) and chemical purchases (ferric chloride and ploymer - $10,345).
Please let me know if you have any questions on the claims.


nicosias
Typewritten Text
Jan 4, 2016

nicosias
Typewritten Text
30,101.73

nicosias
Typewritten Text
Susan M. Nicosia

nicosias
Typewritten Text
Mayor and Council:
These claims are all routine in nature. Sewer Fund expenses are the highest and include
mixer repairs ($5,956.77) and chemical purchases (ferric chloride and ploymer - $10,345).
Please let me know if you have any questions on the claims.








CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
HELD DECEMBER 21, 2015

Regular Meeting - Transact Routine Business

Mayor Barnhart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with roll call as
follows:

PRESENT: Mayor Barnhart
COUNCIL: Karper, Shepard, Fisher and Lovering
ABSENT: Plevel and Petersen

Also present were City Manager Nicosia, City Clerk Staaland, City Attorney
Breck and Police Chief Perry.

Pledge of Allegiance

APPROVAL OF AGENDA:

Mayor Barnhart requested a motion to approve the agenda. Councilman
Shepard moved to approve the agenda, second by Councilman Fisher, and
the motion carried unanimously.

CONSENT AGENDA:
Councilman Shepard moved to approve the consent agenda noting that all
claims appeared to be in order, second by Councilman Fisher. Motion carried
with Council voting as follows: YES: Fisher, Karper, Lovering, Shepard and
Barnhart NOES: None. ABSENT: Plevel and Petersen.
A. Approval of Claims - $125,857.13 - December 21, 2015
B. Approval of Payroll Claims - $57,374.03 - December 18, 2015
C. Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes - December 7, 2015
D. Approval of Professional Services Agreement with Applied Water
Consulting, LLC and authorize City Manager to sign ($13,950 - Water
Rights Assistance)

VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENTS
None.

ORDINANCES/RESOLUTIONS:

A. FIRST READING - Ordinance # 756 - An Ordinance of the City
Council of the City of Columbia Falls, Montana, Amending Portions of
Title 18 of the Columbia Falls Municipal Code (Increase the Accessory
Building Height to Allow for Current Building Standards and to Amend
the Building Height from 30" to 35 to be Consistent Within all of the
Residential Districts).

Councilman Shepard made motion to approve the First Reading of
Ordinance #756, second by councilman Fisher and the motion carried.
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
HELD DECEMBER 21, 2015

B. FIRST READING - Ordinance # 757 - An Ordinance of the City ORDINANCE
Council of the City of Columbia Falls, Montana, Amending Title 18 #757-First Reading-
Chapter 18.438 Signs of the Columbia Falls Municipal Code (Chapter Title18 Signs
18.438 Signs to comply with a recent US Supreme Court decision requiring

sign regulations be content neutral while still regulating time, place and

manner of signage.)

Councilman Fisher motioned to approve the First Reading of Ordinance
#757, second by Councilman Lovering. Motion carried.

C. FIRST READING - Ordinance # 758 - An Ordinance of the City ORDINANCE
Council of the City of Columbia Falls, Montana, Adding Title 18 Chapter #758-First Reading
18.439 Cluster Unit Development to the Columbia Falls Municipal Code Title 18 Cluster

(to provide another zoning tool that respects the overall density of a

Unit Development
property but also preserves more farm and open space areas.)

Councilman Karper motioned to approve the First Reading of Ordinance
#758, second by Councilman Shepard and the motion carried.

RESOLUTION

D. Resolution # 1717 - A Resolution of the City Council of the City of )
#1717-Annexation

Columbia Falls, Montana, Annexing Certain Real Property Located in the
East Half of Section 17, Township 30 North, Range 20 West, P.M.M.,
Flathead County, Montana, Described as Parcel A on Certificate of Survey
No. 19988, Records of Flathead County, Montana.

Nicosia reported that notice was given to the property owner and the City
did not receive any protest within the 20 day comment period, which
ended December 12th,

Councilman Shepard motioned to approve Resolution #1717, second by
Councilman Lovering with Council voting as follows. AYES: Karper,
Lovering, Shepard, Fisher and Barnhart. NOES: None. ABSENT: Plevel
and Petersen.

E. Resolution #1718 - A Resolution of the City Council of Columbia Falls,
Montana Abandoning, Discontinuing and Vacating a 10" Portion of 8t
Street East Adjacent to Lot 1, Block 61 Columbia Falls Original, Columbia
Falls, Montana.

City Manager Nicosia said she attached a memo noting that the request to
revise the petition to abandon a 10" portion of 8th Street East adjacent to Lot
1; Block 61. The original request was to abandon the 10’ to allow for a
retaining wall and an upper deck encroachment, the revised request is to
add the 10" to the lot and allow the structure to be built within the full 35’
width. Nicosia said she and Public Works Director Jenkins have reviewed

RESOLUTION
#1718-Abandon 10’
on 8th Street E.

December 21, 2015 Page 2



CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS
MINUTES OF THE REGULAR MEETING
HELD DECEMBER 21, 2015

the request and recommend Council approval. Mayor Barnhart asked if
they can build to the property line. Nicosia replied yes, but will not be
allowed to encroach into the remaining right of way.

Councilman Shepard made motion to approve Resolution #1718 to include
the amended request, second by Councilman Karper, with Council voting
as follows. AYES: Lovering, Shepard, Fisher, Karper and Barnhart. NOES:
None. ABSENT: Plevel and Petersen.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

None. UNFINISHED
BUSINESS

NEW BUSINESS:

None. NEW BUSINESS

REPORTS/BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL:

Councilman Fisher said the Brewery building is coming along but they have REPORTS FROM
not started brewing yet. MAYOR AND
Mayor Barnhart announced Columbia Falls won the Battle of the Bells COUNCIL
competition for the Salvation Army for the third consecutive year. Mayor said

it makes him proud to be a part of this caring and generous community.

REPORT FROM
REPORTS/BUSINESS FROM CITY ATTORNEY: CITY ATTORNEY
None.
CITY MANAGER:
City Manager Nicosia announced that City Hall will close at noon on CITY MANAGER
Christmas Eve as we do not generate foot or phone traffic in the afternoon, REPORT

employees will use four hours of vacation or comp time.

January 12, 2016, the Chamber of Commerce luncheon will feature Mr.
Wisemiller from Department of Commerce to present the MT Main Street
Program. If you would like to attend the luncheon contact City Clerk Staaland
to reserve your seat. Also on January 12th 2016 there will be Planning/Council
training from City Attorney Breck and City Planer Mulcahy.

Nicosia reminded Council of the CFAC meeting Thursday, January 21, 2016 at
the Columbia Falls High School Cafeteria.

Nicosia also noted that the Parks Committee will need to schedule a meeting
soon to discuss the pond at the River’s Edge Park. Nicosia reported that the
City received a $1,000 donation offer from Larry Fowler to put towards the
pond at River’s Edge Park.

At the January 4" Council meeting, council will update the committee list.
Nicosia noted that the list will be put in the next packet for council.

Mayor Barnhart noted that the City paid for engineering for the Red
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CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS
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HELD DECEMBER 21, 2015

Bridge Park. Nicosia said the engineer’s produced a plan but we were not
successful in getting the heavy equipment program from FVCC to come move
the dirt. Nicosia said they will look at starting the project in the spring.
Barnhart and Fisher would like to review a copy of the engineer’s plan.

A. INFORMATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE CORRESPON-
A. INFORMATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE - List available for Review DENCE
B. Reports:

a. Police Report-November 2015

ADJOURN: Upon motion duly made by Councilman Fisher and seconded by = ADJOURN
Councilman Lovering, meeting adjourned at 7:17 p.m.

Mayor

ATTEST:

City Clerk

APPROVED BY COUNCIL ACTION: January 4, 2016
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January 4, 2016

To: Mayor & Council
From: City Manager Nicosia
RE: Manager’s Update

1. With the termination of the 911 District process, the 911 Board and a committee to be
appointed by the Commissioners will begin anew the discussion of how to fund the 911 center.
We are not alone in these discussions:

Article on 12/30/15 — Hamilton County, Ohio:

For most of the past five decades, the “utilities services tax” lived a quiet and uneventful life in
the pages of Ohio’s revised code. State legislators approved the tax in 1967 for reasons that have
been lost to history and then, seemingly, forgot about it. Not one of Ohio’s 88 counties ever
imposed the tax, as the law allowed them to do, and no one ever paid it. That could change soon
in Hamilton County. Desperate to find a better way to pay for 911 emergency service, county
officials have dusted off the old utility tax and may use it to offset the annual $10 million cost of
running the county’s 911 communications center. “Without adding revenue, we can’t fix 911 for
the future,” said County Commissioner Greg Hartmann, who proposed the idea.

Hartmann, along with fellow Republican Chris Monzel, approved a budget this month that
includes the utilities services tax as a means to help pay for 911 next year. Because no one has
ever used the tax before, it’s not exactly clear how it would work. But county officials estimate it
would cost the typical Hamilton County household $1.66 per month, raising about $2 million a
year. Not everyone likes the idea. Monzel and Commissioner Todd Portune, a Democrat, are
trying to find another way, while gas, electric and cable companies are rallying lobbyists to
campaign against the tax, which can be adopted by commissioners without a countywide vote.

“We’re concerned that levying such a tax for the first time sets a bad precedent,” said Dave
Celona, a consultant for several utilities and trade associations. “It’s a big deal. You’re talking
about levying a tax on a monthly basis on a consumer.” Hartmann, though, said quality 911
service is a big deal, too. He said the county should consider 911 a utility that’s just as crucial to
the health and safety of residents as electric or gas service. “Not doing something is not an
option,” Hartmann said. “If people are opposed to it, I’d love to hear what their alternatives are.”

Part of the problem with paying for 911 is that potential alternatives are either unavailable or just
as unappealing as the utilities services tax. Ideas have included imposing a parcel tax that could
cost homeowners and businesses as much as $86 a year. Or using a higher cellphone fee, which
state lawmakers so far have refused to do.



Or using more tax dollars from the county’s general fund, which, at the moment, aren’t there. Or
using the county’s share of casino money, which currently is helping to cover stadium costs.
Because none of those have worked out, the formula used today is a mashup of state and local
dollars, combined with ever-growing fees to local communities that use 911 service. Those
communities complain louder every year about the $20 they must pay for each police or fire
dispatch that results from a 911 call. Colerain Township, for example, now pays about $700,000
a year, up from about $270,000 eight years ago. A 911 task force recommended adding the
parcel fee to the current 911 funding model, but commissioners didn’t want to create what
would, essentially, be a new property tax. But in the course of its work, the task force stumbled
upon the utilities services tax. Hartmann said he immediately saw it as an opportunity to give
some relief to communities struggling to pay the annual 911 fees. If the tax is adopted, it could
cut those fees in half. The utility services option also would spread the burden to everyone who
pays a utility bill: not just property owners, but also renters. “Every community needs it,”
Hartmann said of 911 service. “It makes sense to be associated with a utility bill.” Celona, the
utilities’ consultant, said his clients don’t want their customers to pay more and don’t want to get
blamed for it when they do. He said most will just assume the utilities raised their rates. He also
worries that once other counties see what Hamilton County has done, they might dust off the
utilities services tax, too. “We’re concerned that a slippery slope occurs,” Celona said. “Others
may be likely to follow.” While Celona said the tax is bad policy, that may not be the reason

no one has ever tried to use it before. Turns out, few people knew it was an option. “There was a
lack of awareness that the tax existed,” Celona said.

If the county adopts it, Ohio’s tax commissioner will have to come up with rules on how to
implement it — almost 50 years after the legislature approved it. Should it be distributed evenly
among all utilities? How should utilities label it on bills? There’s even disagreement on what to
call it: The revised code and the utilities call it a “tax.” The commissioners call it a “fee.”

Regardless, the first step is holding a series of public hearings next year. Then it goes to the tax
commissioner and gets a formal vote by commissioners. Monzel and Portune said they hope to
use that time to come up with a better idea. “Anything that raises the cost of doing business or
the cost to consumers has the potential to slow the economic recovery,” Portune said. “If we can
avoid doing that here, we should avoid doing it.” Monzel said it’s possible the recently
discovered utility services tax is the least bad option, but he’s not committing to it just yet. For
now, the only thing everyone agrees on is that 911 service is essential. “This is a basic service,”
Monzel said. “We should be able to pay for it.”

2. Youth Recreation Grant — the City received official word this week that the grant request in
the amount of $88,000 has been approved. Contracts and other documents will be forthcoming.

3. Pond — Parks Committee will need to meet the week of January 11" to review fishing pond
proposal. There is a February 1* deadline for a MT FWP Community Pond Program grant.

4. Fire Chief Hagen and I are completing an AFG FEMA Grant for SCBA’s. The grant is due
January 15", There is an extended review period and we will not know for several months if we
are successful. There is a 10% match requirement.



5. The representative from the MT Main Street Program will be here to present at the January
12" Chamber lunch. I encourage any council members that are available to attend. Here is a brief
summary:

Tash Wisemiller, Program Coordinator of the Montana Main Street Program will provide an overview of
the program and discuss the opportunities and requirements for member communities. MMS helps
communities strengthen and preserve their historic downtown commercial districts by focusing on
community and economic development, urban revitalization, tourism development, and historic
preservation through long-range planning, organization, design, and promotion. The Montana Main
Street program offers technical assistance and expertise and awards competitive grant funding to
communities actively working on downtown revitalization.

Mr. Wisemiller will also meet with the City Planner and City staff after the lunch meeting.

Later, the regular Planning Board meeting will be held jointly with City Council for board
member training by the City Attorney, City Planner and myself. That meeting starts at 6:30 p.m.



CITY OF COLUMBIA FALLS
CORRESPONDENCE LIST
COUNCIL MEETING
January 4, 2016

Regular Correspondence:

12/21/15 Letter from National Park Service

12/21/15 Newsletter from F.H. Stoltze Land & Lumber Co.

12/23/15 Letter from MT Department of Labor & Industry-Light Poles

12/28/15 Board of Environmental Review of the State of Montana - Notice of Public Hearing
12/31/15 Chamber of Commerce Newsletter

12/31/15 Letter from the Office of the Governor-Youth Recreational Facility Grant Award












	Jan 4 2016 - Final Agenda
	Oaths
	Jan 4 2016 Claims
	Dec 31 2015 Payroll
	December 21, 2015 Council Minutes
	Appointment Lawrence Grogan
	Ordinance 756
	Ordinance 757
	Ordinance 758
	Boards and Committee
	Jan 4 2016
	InfoCorresList 08-18-14.docbt.docbt
	Fire Chief Report



