
REGULAR MEETING –  MARCH 5, 2012 
 
Regular Meeting - Transact Routine Business 
 
Mayor Barnhart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with roll call as 
follows:  
   
     PRESENT:   Mayor Barnhart 
     COUNCIL:  Bates,  Petersen, Fisher, Karper, Plevel, and Shepard 
     ABSENT: None 
 

 
 
 
ROLL CALL 

Also present were City Manager Nicosia, City Clerk/Treasurer Watkins, City 
Attorney Breck, Police Chief Perry, and Fire Chief Hagen. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 

 
 

 
PLEDGE 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Councilman Plevel moved to approve the agenda as presented, second by 
Councilman Petersen and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

AGENDA  
APPROVAL 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Councilman Plevel moved to approve the consent agenda as listed, noting 
the finance committee reviewed claims and found no exceptions, second by 
Councilman Petersen. Motion carried with Council voting as follows:  YES:  
Bates, Fisher, Karper, Petersen, Plevel, Shepard, Barnhart  NOES:  None.  
ABSENT:  None 

 
CONSENT 
AGENDA 
APPROVAL 

A.  Approval of Claims $110,505.58 March 5, 2012 
B.   Approval of Payroll Claims $75,997.56  March 2, 2012                                   
C.   Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes – February 21, 2012 
D.   Approval of Judge State School and Vacation 
D.   Approval of Northwest Drug Task Force – Local Drug Task Force 
Agreement for Fiscal Year 2012-13 and authorize the City Manager to sign. 
 
RECOGNITION: None 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  
VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 
  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS/NOTICES: 
A.  Public Hearing – Adopting changes to the Columbia Falls Municipal 
Code Title 2,3,5,6,8,9,10,12,13 and 15 pursuant to a comprehensive legal 
analysis of the codes for compliance with state and federal statutes. 
 
City Manager Nicosia advised of the various titles and provisions 
addressed at prior council meetings and advised that details pertaining to 

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
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each title and provision would not be presented this evening unless there 
were questions.  City Manager Nicosia advised that the review process is 
very time consuming and City Staff want to make sure they fully review 
each title so as we do not miss anything.    At this time, City Manager 
Nicosia recommended council accept public comment. 
 
Mayor Barnhart opened the public hearing and asked if there is any public 
comment on Titles 2-15, and if there was any written comments submitted 
to the City Manager or City Clerk’s Office.   There being no public 
comment or written comments submitted, Mayor Barnhart closed the 
public hearing. 
 
B.  Mayor Barnhart announced the Public Hearing – Community 
Development Block Grant Program – Economic Development – For the 
purpose of obtaining public comments regarding the community 
development, housing and community revitalization, and public facilities 
and particularly as those needs affect low and moderate income persons 
would now be held. 
 
City Manager Nicosia advised council of the various CDBG programs and 
offerings and advised that council must conduct a hearing before the City 
moves forward with specific projects.   City Manager Nicosia advised that 
the Department of Commerce still does not have available, the most 
current census information pertaining to local income levels.  City 
Manager Nicosia reminded council that this information is critical to the 
CDBG program.  City Manager Nicosia advised that under Federal law 
the City can apply for grants and can do so with local corporations.   
 
CDBG planning grants include community needs assessment, capital 
improvement plans, preliminary engineering reports for water and 
wastewater treatment plant, etc.  City Manager Nicosia advised that the 
City has used these grants multiple times for public facilities, economic 
development grants, etc.  City Manager Nicosia advised that the 2000 City 
census data income was too high and as such the City has not qualified 
that past few years.   City Manager Nicosia advised that the City did 
qualify for a project specific planning grant for the WWTP and then 
upgraded the WWTP.  City Manager Nicosia advised that one of the 
biggest areas of the CDBG program pertains to “Neighborhood Renewal 
and Stabilization Program Grants” that provide funds to create financing 
for abandoned and foreclosed properties and can be used for public 
services, direct homeowner assistance, commercial and industrial 
rehabilitation, etc.    
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Economic development programs include grants to communities whereby 
each community is eligible for $400,000.   Applications are accepted on a 
continuous basis and 92% of the funding is committed to projects (usually 
loans to business).   
 
The City has worked closely with Montana West Economic Development.  
City Manager Nicosia advised that it takes 2-3 months to get funding and 
funding can be allocated to grantees in the following format ($25K per job, 
$5K for employee training, 50% of funding moderate or low income 
people, etc).    City Manager Nicosia advised that there are two public 
hearings required, tonight’s to address overall needs and a subsequent 
hearing(s) for project specific applications. 
 
Mayor Barnhart opened the public hearing for the purpose of obtaining 
public comment and invited anyone wishing to provide testimony to do 
so. 
 
Doug Shanks, a local businessman and business owner, addressed council 
and advised that his company would like to pursue funding again to add 
another manufacturing line consisting of wood fiber that is widely used 
internationally.   Mr. Shanks advised that the product is terrific, and a 
good match for the valley.  The product replaces concrete and steel and 
eliminates carbon footprints.  Mr. Shanks advised that he hopes to employ 
5-7 people working two 12-15 hour shifts.   Mr. Shanks advised that he 
hopes to borrow this money to get this set up and has a meeting with 
Tina, the director in Kalispell to get the process started with hopes of 
securing the maximum amount.   Mr. Shanks advised that if it goes well 
they hope to be up and running in July, however the equipment must be 
purchased from Germany as none is available in the U.S.    
 
Mayor Barnhart asked if they would be producing pre-wall cut for 
assembly and the response was yes a press size of 11’ x 40’ will be 
manufactured that can then be cut to size.     
 
At this time Mayor Barnhart asked if there was anyone else present to 
provide input and testimony, and if the City Manager or City Clerk had 
received any written comments.  There being no further public comment 
or written input, the public hearing was closed. 
 
C.  Notice of Public Hearing provided by Mayor Barnhart – March 13th 
Columbia Falls City-County Planning Board and April 2nd City Council –  
Columbia Falls Subdivision Regulations Title 17 (Text Amendment –  
Columbia Falls Zoning Regulations – Title 18 (Zoning Text Amendment)  
– Growth Policy Workshop - For the purpose of obtaining public 
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comments. 
 
ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS     
City Manager Nicosia advised that council would hold the first readings of 
Ordinance #724, #725, #726, #727. 
 
 
A. First Reading Ordinance #724 – Amending Section 6.04.080 Vicious Dogs. 
 
After presentation by the City Manager and review by council, Councilman 
Shepard moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance #724.   Second by  
Councilman Bates and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
B.  First Reading Ordinance #725 – Amending Section 8.28.020 Open 
Burning. 
 
City Manager Nicosia advised of the significant changes pertaining to the 
size of the fire being changed from 48” to 36” and no more than 2’ in height. 
 
Councilman Plevel questioned the type of product being burned and if it
pertained to little chunks of manufactured wood and how garbage and
rubbish is addressed. 
 
City Manager Nicosia advised that in 2005 and 2008 we did not have a 
recreational fire exception.   City Manager Nicosia advised that except in the
case of the Fire Department it is unlawful to burn garbage and rubbish.
City Attorney Breck suggested we define what you can burn in a
recreational fire.   Fire Chief Hagen advised that it needs to be clean burning
material and should state “clean dry campfire wood”. 
 
After further discussion and presentation by the City Manager and review by 
council, Councilman Karper moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance 
#725.   Second by Councilman Fisher and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
C.  First Reading Ordinance #726 – Amending Section 13.24.040 Backflow 
Prevention Assemblies Part D. Backflow Prevention Assembly Testing and
Maintenance. 
 
City Manager Nicosia advised of the major changes being changes to the 
dates, whereas the new dates will be June 15th to prior August 1st  to better 
reflect timing to fit irrigation season.  City Manager Nicosia also advised 
that paragraph two has changed pertaining to the notification of customers 
by mail and other media. 
 
After further discussion and presentation by the City Manager and review by 
council, Councilman Shepard moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance 
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#726.   Second by Councilman Plevel and the motion carried unanimously. 
 
D.  First Reading Ordinance #727 – Amending Section 13.080.020 
Definitions, Section 13.080.350 Green Space Allowance and deleting Section
13.12.120. 
 
City Manager Nicosia advised that our goal is to make this as clear and easy to
use as possible and that by striking the 10% provision and changing the usage
dates from April to October to June to October we will have a more realistic
review of irrigation season (May 19th to Sept 19th meter readings).  City 
Manager Nicosia advised that 13.12.120 has been deleted (reference to 
residential and commercial customers as the new Ordinance only applies to 
non-residential customers.     City Manager Nicosia also advised that when 
possible we will encourage all businesses to use a separate sprinkling meter. 
 
Councilman Plevel asked if commercial users will have to apply, and if we are 
going to inform them of the application process?   City Manager Nicosia 
advised that yes we will communicate with the 150 customers and that you do 
not have to apply every year.    
 
After further discussion and presentation by the City Manager and review by 
council, Councilman Shepard moved to approve the first reading of Ordinance 
#727.   Second by Councilman Bates and the motion carried unanimously. 

 
 
 

 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 
  
NEW BUSINESS – None  

REPORTS/BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL: 
Councilman Karper advised of the Tree Board meeting at 6:30 p.m. 
 
Mayor Barnhart advised he will be attending the Mayor’s Academy in 
Bozeman on Wednesday, Thursday and Friday. 
 

MAYOR AND 
COUNCIL 

REPORTS/BUSINESS FROM CITY ATTORNEY  - none 
  
REPORTS/BUSINESS FROM CITY MANAGER:    
City Manager Nicosia referred council to her monthly written report and 
encouraged all to contact her if they had questions. 
 
 

PROJECT UPDATE 
 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
A. INFORMATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE is available for review for 

thirty days in the City Clerk/Treasurer’s office. 
 

MISC 
CORRESPON- 
DENCE 
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ADJOURN: 
Upon motion duly made and seconded the meeting adjourned at 7:57 p.m. ADJOURN 

 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
APPROVED BY COUNCIL ACTION:  March 19, 2012 
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