
REGULAR MEETING – FEBRUARY 6, 2012 
 
Regular Meeting - Transact Routine Business 
 
Mayor Barnhart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with roll call as 
follows:  
   
     PRESENT:   Mayor Barnhart 
     COUNCIL:  Bates, Karper, Petersen, Fisher, Shepard. 
     ABSENT: Plevel. 
 

 
 
 
ROLL CALL 

Also present were City Manager Nicosia, City Clerk/Treasurer Watkins, City 
Attorney Breck, Police Chief Perry, Fire Chief Hagen, and City Judge Gordon. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 

 
 

 
PLEDGE 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Councilman Bates moved to approve the agenda as presented, second by 
Councilman Karper and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

AGENDA  
APPROVAL 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Councilman Karper moved to approve the consent agenda as listed, noting 
the finance committee reviewed claims and found no exceptions, second by 
Councilman Fisher. Motion carried with Council voting as follows:  YES:  
Bates, Fisher, Karper, Petersen, Shepard, Barnhart  NOS:  None.  ABSENT:  
Plevel. 

 
CONSENT 
AGENDA 
APPROVAL 

A.  Approval of Claims $121,817.64 February 6, 2012 
B.   Approval of Payroll Claims $76,142.57  February 6, 2012 
                                                        $57,982.81  January 20, 2012                               
C.   Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes – January 17, 2012 
D.  Approval of Audit Contract – Doyle and Associates P.C. for the July 1, 
2010 – June 30, 2011 Fiscal Year in the amount of $11,800 and authorize 
City Manager to sign. 
 
APPOINTMENTS: 
Councilman Karper moved to appoint Councilman Darin Fisher to the Tree 
Board replacing Councilman Mike Shepard for the remainder of his term – 
December  2012.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Bates and the 
motion carried unanimously.  
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
APPOINTMENTS 

  
VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENTS: 
City Manager Nicosia advised council that she was notified that there may be residents in 
attendance who wish to address council on the “Vicious Dog Ordinance” which the City 
Manager advised was not going to be specifically reviewed by council during the Ordinance 
presentation. 
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Sherry Lewis Petersen, a resident whose address is, 80 13th St E, Columbia Falls Montana, 
spoke to the council about a vicious dog attack that occurred on August 18th, 2011, that 
involved two dogs killing several cats in her neighborhood.  Ms. Petersen asked council to 
carefully review the ordinance for safety reasons. 
 
Greg Meyer, a resident whose address is 730 11th Street West, Columbia Falls, Montana 
advised that the ordinance in place is a good ordinance, however the biggest problem is the 
person with the dogs and the need for more enforcement of the ordinance.  Mr. Meyer 
advised that the fines are minimal and the dog still comes into the city limits. 
 
Mayor Barnhart thanked everyone for their comments and bringing this to the council’s 
attention.   Mayor Barnhart requested a follow up report from the City Manager. 
 
Steve Paugh, Executive Director of the “First Best Place” organization introduced himself to 
council and advised of his background, goals and objectives. 
 
  
 
PUBLIC HEARINGS/NOTICES: 
Public Hearing – Adopting changes to the Columbia Falls Municipal Code 
Title 1,2,3,5,6,8,9,10,12,13 and 15 pursuant to a comprehensive legal 
analysis of the codes for compliance with state and federal statutes. 
 
City Manager Nicosia presented to council information pertaining to the 
Columbia Falls Municipal Code.  City Manager Nicosia advised that 
language in the code needs cleaned up but we do not want to end up 
spending $20,000 re-codifying all of the Municipal Code.     City Manager 
Nicosia advised that the City Attorney has reviewed the code changes as 
well and will work with the City Manager to make as many logical 
changes as possible. 
 
City Manager Nicosia reviewed the proposed changes in Titles 1, 2, 3, 5, 6, 
8, 9, 10, 12, 13 and 15; specifically addressing: 

1. Penalty Code 
2. Open Burning 
3. Green Space Allowance 
4. Standing Committees 
5. Business Licenses 
6. Dog Control 
7. Life Safety Code 

 
City Manager Nicosia and City Attorney Breck will continue the 
Municipal Code review and proposed changes at the February 21st 
Regular Council meeting. 
 

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS - None 
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UNFINISHED BUSINESS: 
City Manager Nicosia advised that seven bids were received for Fire 
Apparatus.   Subsequent to the review of all bids by the Fire Chief  and 
Truck Committee, City Manager Nicosia is recommending council award 
the bid to the low bidder, General Fire, including specified options, and 
loose equipment in an amount not to exceed $324,965.   City Manager 
Nicosia complimented and thanked the committee for their work. 
 
City Manager Nicosia advised council of the funding allocation for the 
purchase consisted of; 50% based upon taxable valuation, and 50% call 
count.   Based upon the two criteria the Rural Fire share is $208,218.81 and 
the City’s share is $116,746.19. 
 
Columbia Falls Rural Fire Department will pre-pay the chassis and the 
City contribution will not be made until next fiscal year.    Originally, the 
estimated apparatus cost was $400,000, with a calculated City share of 
$160,000. 
 
After further discussion, Councilman Bates moved to award the Fire 
Apparatus bid to General Fire in an amount not to exceed $324,965 as 
recommended by the City Manager.   The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Shepard and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

AWARD BID FIRE 
APPARATUS 

  
NEW BUSINESS – None 
  

REPORTS/BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL: 
Councilman Shepard reported on the Lewis and Clark County master 
agreement for 911 services and a Motorola update.   Councilman 
Shepard advised that there are still lots of problems with dropped calls 
 
Councilman Bates asked how often the website was updated.  City 
Manager Nicosia advised that the website support person Mark Griffey 
is still working on a new prototype and that it should be done soon. 
 
Councilman Karper advised that the Tree Board meets on February 14th. 
 
Mayor Barnhart also thanked the Fire Apparatus Committee for their 
work as well as the community for all the donations received. 
  

MAYOR AND 
COUNCIL 
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REPORTS/BUSINESS FROM CITY ATTORNEY  - None 
 
 

 

REPORTS/BUSINESS FROM CITY MANAGER:    
City Manager Nicosia reported on the following: 

1. Police Department Remodel 
2. Table Top Exercise 
3. MDOT Sign Presentation 
4. Code Review 
5. Davidson Construction Change Order – PD Remodel 

 

PROJECT UPDATE 
 

MISCELLANEOUS: 
A. INFORMATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE is available for review for thirty 
days in the City Clerk/Treasurer’s office. 
 
B.  Staff Reports. 
1.  Fire Department – December Activity Report 
2.  Flathead County Real Estate Sales 
3.  Blackfeet Nation – Grassland Fires Response and Thanks 
4.  DEQ Letter – Violation of Monitoring Parameter Exceedences 
 

MISC 
CORRESPON- 
DENCE 
 
REPORTS 

  
ADJOURN: 
Upon motion duly made and seconded the meeting adjourned at 10.02 p.m. ADJOURN 

 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
APPROVED BY COUNCIL ACTION: February 21, 2012 
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