
REGULAR MEETING – FEBRUARY 21, 2012 
 
Regular Meeting - Transact Routine Business 
 
Mayor Barnhart called the meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with roll call as 
follows:  
   
     PRESENT:   Mayor Barnhart 
     COUNCIL:  Bates,  Petersen, Fisher, Plevel, Shepard 
     ABSENT: Karper 
 

 
 
 
ROLL CALL 

Also present were City Manager Nicosia, City Clerk/Treasurer Watkins, City 
Attorney Breck, Police Chief Perry, and Fire Chief Hagen. 
 
Pledge of Allegiance 

 
 

 
PLEDGE 

 
APPROVAL OF AGENDA: 
Councilman Shepard moved to approve the agenda as presented, second by 
Councilman Bates and the motion carried unanimously. 
 

AGENDA  
APPROVAL 

CONSENT AGENDA: 
Councilman Fisher moved to approve the consent agenda as listed, noting 
the finance committee reviewed claims and found no exceptions, second by 
Councilman Shepard. Motion carried with Council voting as follows:  YES:  
Bates, Fisher, Petersen, Plevel, Shepard, Barnhart  NOS:  None.  ABSENT:  
Karper 

 
CONSENT 
AGENDA 
APPROVAL 

A.  Approval of Claims $31,336.30 February 21, 2012 
B.   Approval of Payroll Claims $56,561.39  February 17, 2012                            
C.   Approval of Regular Meeting Minutes – February 6, 2012 
D.  Approval of Police Department Remodel Change Order – Davidson 
Construction, Inc and authorize the City Manager to sign. 
E.   Approval of FECC Interagency and Non-Terminal Agency Agreement 
and authorize the City Manager to sign. 
 
RECOGNITION 
Council and Mayor recognized Police Officer Mike Johnson for his 5 years of 
service to the City of Columbia Falls.  A five year pin was presented and a $50 
stipend will be paid on March 1st to Officer Johnson. 
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
RECOGNITION 

  
VISITORS/PUBLIC COMMENTS: None 
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PUBLIC HEARINGS/NOTICES: 
A.  Public Hearing – Adopting changes to the Columbia Falls Municipal 
Code Title 1,2,3,5,6,8,9,10,12,13 and 15 pursuant to a comprehensive legal 
analysis of the codes for compliance with state and federal statutes. 
 
City Manager Nicosia advised of the various titles and provisions 
addressed at the last meeting and advised that tonight she would be 
addressing Title 1 changes along with the Vicious Dog Ordinance, Open 
Burning, Green Space, Sewer Charges During Established Sprinkling 
Months, and Cross Connections.   City Manager Nicosia advised that 
council will finish Title 2-13 in March and 17-18 in April after the Planning 
Board meetings are held.   City Manager Nicosia also advised that city 
staff would be making and publishing our own changes. 
 
At this time Councilman Plevel moved to approve Title I as presented by 
the City Attorney and City Manager.   The motion was seconded by 
Councilman Bates and carried unanimously. 
 
Council directed the City Attorney to prepare an Ordinance for first 
reading at the March 5, 2012 council meeting, covering the Titles 
pertaining to Vicious Dog, Open Burning, Green Space, Sewer Charges 
During Established Sprinkling Months, and Cross Connections. 
 
B.  Mayor Barnhart announced the Notice of First Public Hearing – 
Community Development Block Grant Program – Economic Development 
– For the purpose of obtaining public comments regarding the community 
development, housing and community revitalization, and public facilities 
and particularly as those needs affect low and moderate income persons. 
 
 

NOTICE OF 
PUBLIC HEARING 
 
 
 
 
 
 

ORDINANCES & RESOLUTIONS - None 
 
UNFINISHED BUSINESS - None 
  
NEW BUSINESS 
Councilman Plevel moved to approve the Call for Bids – New Tree Purchase and  
Tree Planting with DNRC review and approval necessary prior to the City Clerk 
advertising for bids.  The motion was seconded by Councilman Fisher and the 
motion carried unanimously. 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

February 21, 2012  Page 2 



 

REPORTS/BUSINESS FROM MAYOR & COUNCIL: 
Councilman Petersen expressed his concern about the River’s Edge Park 
sign and asked that consideration be given to relocating the dog rule sign 
and expressing a more customer friendly message. 
 
City Manager Nicosia advised that she would look into this. 
 
Councilman Shepard advised that the 911 Center continues to lose calls 
via the communication system and advised that the software on the 
system may have been corrupted and Motorola representatives will be 
back in town on February 28th.   Councilman Shepard also advised that 
the 911 Director has resigned.  Councilman Shepard also reported on the 
Table Top exercise held at Columbia Falls Junior High and advised that it 
was a good exercise but was too long. 
 
Councilman Plevel advised that the MMIA workshop held last week was 
very good and informative. 
 
Mayor Barnhart reported on the Table Top exercise as well and the 
MMIA workshop.  Mayor Barnhart also advised that he will be attending 
the Mayors Academy workshop in Bozeman in two weeks.   Mayor 
Barnhart asked the City Manager if it is possible to use the skidster and 
purchase a 6’ snow blade to help with snow removal on sidewalks after 
the highway department plows snow on the main highway through 
town.   
 
City Manager Nicosia advised that she would look into this, but thought 
it was an excellent idea. 
 
 

MAYOR AND 
COUNCIL 

REPORTS/BUSINESS FROM CITY ATTORNEY   
City Attorney Breck advised that he continues to review all Titles and Sections 
of the Municipal Code. 
 
 

 

REPORTS/BUSINESS FROM CITY MANAGER:    
City Manager Nicosia reported on the following: 
1.  Table Top Exercise 
City Manager Nicosia expressed her concern about acquiring funding for such 
a disaster and advised that in this particular case the cost estimate was $64,000 
and that the City can only levy two (2) emergency mills that would generate 
approximately $14,000.    
 

PROJECT UPDATE 
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City Clerk Watkins advised that the City may have Terrorism coverage within 
the insurance policy and if not it may be possible to purchase such coverage.  
City Clerk Watkins will look into the coverage including limits, deductibles 
and premiums..    
 
2.  Health Department Director to talk about air quality on March 19th. 
3.  Mosquito management input forthcoming and to be addressed as well on 
March 19th. 
4.  Proposed Economic Development Grant and possible vendors. 
 
 
MISCELLANEOUS: 
A. INFORMATIONAL CORRESPONDENCE is available for review for thirty 
days in the City Clerk/Treasurer’s office. 
      
B.  Staff Reports. 
      1.  Financial Report – January 2012 

MISC 
CORRESPON- 
DENCE 
 
REPORTS 

  
 
ADJOURN: 
Upon motion duly made and seconded the meeting adjourned at 9:09 p.m. ADJOURN 

 
 
      ____________________________ 
      Mayor 
 
ATTEST: 
 
__________________________________ 
City Clerk 
 
 
 
APPROVED BY COUNCIL ACTION:  March 5, 2012 
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